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I. 7 
SIR ASTLEY COOPER, 
Biographical Sketch of this cele- 
brated Practitioner, extracted 
from the Imperial Magazine. 


Sir AstLey Paston Cooper was 
born on the 23d of August, 1768. 
His father, the Rev. Samuel Coop- 
er, D. D., who then resided at 
Great Yarmouth, in Norfolk, was 
rector of Yelverton and of Morley, 
in that county; and his mother was 
the daughter and heiress of James 
Barnsby, Esq., of Spottisham, also 
in Norfolk. 

The subject of this memoir, who 
was a younger son, obtained his 
baptismal names from his two god- 
fathers, Sir Jacob Astley and Mr. 
Paston, both gentlemen of the first 
distinction in the county. After 
receiving a private education, he 
was, at his own desire, articled to 
Mr. Henry Cline, principal sur- 
at and St. Thomas’s 

ospitals. Under such an able in- 
structer, and with the advantage 
derived from the practice of two 
great medical establishments, an 
enterprising and intelligent young 
man, who was bent upon excelling 
in his profession, could not fail to 
acquire distinction. The diligence, 
attention and acuteness of Mr. 
Cooper, added to a suavity of dis- 
position, and a commendable de- 
gree of patience, rendered him no 
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less a favorite with the patients*and 
students, than with his worthy pre- 
ceptor. So well satisfied, indeed, 
was Mr. Cline with the steadiness 
and ability of his pupil, that he en- 
trusted him with a large share of 
hospital practice, even in cases of 
the most intricate nature. The 
curators, also, were equally confi- 
dent in him, and as a testimony of 
their approbation, appointed him, 
while yet very young, demonstrator 
of anatomy at St. Thomas’s, and 
assistant surgeon at Guy’s Hospital. 
Mr. Cline being thus, in a great 
measure, relieved from the weight 


of labor, gradually relinquished 


task of lecturing to Mr. Cooper; 
and this, instead of lessening, con- 
siderably increased the number of 
pupils at the hospital, as well as 
auditors in the theatre. 

In the year 1800, Mr. Cooper 
appeared before the public in the 
character of a discoverer in anato- 
my. This was ina communication 
to the Royal Society, of an impor- 
tant paper, stating the effects pro- 
duced on the organ of hearing, by a 
perforation of the membrana tym- 
pani, commonly called the drum of 
the ear. It had hitherto been ge- 
nerally imagined, that such an ac- 
cident must be unavoidably attend- 
ed with deafness, but several cases 
were .adduced, all concurring in 
the proof, that the loss of this fa- 
culty is but partial, and sometimes 


| 

| 

j 


258 


so little, as to produce very slight 
inconvenience. A _ perforation of 
the membrane is indicated when 
air or smoke can be drawn from 
the mouth through the external ear. 
.» Other communications, wholly 
of an experimental nature, free 


from hypothesis, and drawn up 


with commendable simplicity, were 
made to the same learned body ; in 
consequence of which, on the 18th 
of February, 1802, Mr. Cooper 
was unanimously elected a member 
of the Royal Society. 

In the same year, he imparted 
to the editors of the London. Medi- 
cal and Physical Journal, some in- 
teresting and important cases, ac- 
companied with a descriptive plate, 
exemplifying an improved treat- 
ment of popliteal aneurism. The 
celebrated surgeon, John Hunter, 
first contrived a plan of securing 
the arteries ; but his method some- 
times failed in practice, on which 
account that skilful operator, Mr. 
Abernethy, directed his attention 
to the subject, and suggested the 
application of two ligatures instead 
of one, and afterwards dividing the 
vessel, thereby lessening the dan- 
ger of hemorrhage. Great as this 
improvement was, some danger 
still attended it, particularly from 
the effusion of blood. Mr. Cooper, 
therefore, contrived a more facile 
method of fastening the wounded 
artery, by an eyed probe with a 
double ligature, which happily an- 
swered the purpose, and: that in 
some very desperate cases. 

In 1804, Mr. Cooper published, 
in one volume, folio, and dedicated 


~ to Mr. Cline, a work entitled 


‘The Anatomy and Surgical 
Treatment of Inguinal and Conge- 
nital Hernia, illustrated by Plates.” 
—Though the world in general is 
not quite awaré of the extreme 
frequency of hernia, every medical 
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practitioner knows that the disease 
is one of common occurrence in 
every rank of life. But notwith- 
standing the obligation under which 
the faculty lie, of studying this 
complaint in all its varieties, there 
was still wanting a clear and accu- 
rate treatise, exhibiting all that 
minute anatomy has been able to 
discover, and skilful surgery to 
practice, in the knowledge and 
treatment of hernia. This defi- 
ciency was now in a great degree 
supplied by our author, who in his 
preface says, ‘‘I have almost uni- 
formly avoided quoting the opinions 


of authors on this part of surgery. 


This I have done, certainly not 
from any wish to slight or under- 
value the labors of somé of the 
most excellent physiologists and 
practitioners that have adorned our 
profession, but because it did not 
form a part of my plan to give a 
history of this branch of surgery, 
and because I wanted to confine 
myself to the very wide scene of 
observation afforded by the two no- 
ble institutions of St. ‘Thomas’s and 
Guy’s Hospitals, and to that por- 
tion of the practice of this metropo- 
lis which I have been personally 
enabled to authenticate. I have 
therefore related no cure, and giv- 
en no remark, to the truth of which 
I cannot vouch ; and for the same 
reason, the subjects of all the plates 
annexed to this volume, are from 
preparations either in my own pos- 
session, or in the Anatomical Mu- 
seum at St. Thomas’s Hospital.” 

The style of this performance, 
as also that of all the author’s pro- 
ductions, is a simple communica- 
tion of facts, clear and unaffected. 
Almost everything relating to the 
history of opinions and discoveries 
in the disease is omitted : the au- 
thor has appeared desirous of in- 
curring a personal responsibility 
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for the accuracy of every case and 
assertion ; and to confine himself 
to the results of a multitude of 
dissections, of which actual demon- 
stration exists in one or two cabi- 
nets of anatomy, or to the records 
of numerous operations, of which 
living witnesses remained at the 
time when he published the respec- 
tive cures to the world. Under a 
plan thus circumscribed, to have 
made so valuable an accession to 
the kindred arts of anatomy and 
surgery, displays a brilliant testi- 
mony of extensive knowledge, pro- 
fessional skill, unsparing industry, 
and scrupulous integrity in the au- 
thor. 

In 1807, our indefatigable ob- 
server completed his design by 
publishing, in the same splendid 
form, a treatise on **Crural and 
Umbilical Hernia.” These two 
works have been since concentrat- 
ed in one volume, with additional 
cases, and edited by the author’s 
pupil and coadjutor, Mr. Key, of 
Guy’s Hospital. 

In 1805, Mr. Cooper cooperat- 
ed with some of the most eminent 
London practitioners, in founding a 
social institution for reciprocal in- 
formation and public improvement. 
The first fruits of this ‘* Medical 
and Chirurgical Society” appeared 
in 1809, when a volume of its 
Transactions was published. In 
their preface, the editors give a 
modest account of the plan on which 
the institution was founded :— 
‘‘The varied forms of disease, 
whether medical or surgical, aud 
the modes of treatment which may 


~ be found adequate to their remov- 


al, are subjects concerning wliich 
the Society necessarily feels the 
highest interest. Cases having a 
fatal issue are often not less in- 
structive than such as terminate 
favorably. They frequentiy tend 
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to point out more accurately the 
plan to be pursued in the treatment 
of similar complaints ; they afford 
valuable information relative to 
the probable causes of failure, and, 
when dissection is permitted, they 
throw light on the more intimate 
nature and modification of the dis- 
ease.” 

This volume contains *‘ two cases 
of Aneurism of the Carotid Artery,”® 
by Mr. Cooper ; the first of which 
terminated fatally, and the second 
fortunately. The subsequent vo- 
lumes of the transactions were also 
enriched with valuable papers from 
the same source. Other publica- 
tions, devoted to the extension of 
science and professional improve- 
ment, have also been enriched with 
valuable communications from this 
indefatigable practitioner; and 
among the rest may be mentioned 
‘¢The Edinburgh Medical and 
Surgical Journal,” to which he 
voluntarily transmitted, at the very 
commencement of the work, some 
curious Cases. 

In 1811, Mr. Cooper favored 
the profession and the public with 
a series of experiments instituted 
by him, in order to ascertain the 
resources with which nature is 
provided for distributing the vital 
fluid throughout the bodies of ani- 
mals, when the principal trunks of 
arteries are destroyed. To deter- 
mine this point, Mr. C. tied the 
aorta descendens of dogs, very near 
to the heart, in such a way as to 
stop the current of blood from 
passing by that vessel, to all the 
lower parts of the frame. The 
animals seemed to sustain no great 
inconvenience by this treatment ; 
the wounds soon healed, the health 
was not impaired, the secretions 
proceeded as usual, and the crea- 
tures even remained active and 
lively. When they were destroy- 
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ed, after some weeks or months, 
in order to ascertain what changes 
had happened from the destruc- 
tion of a part presumed to be so 
essential to life as the aorta, it 
was found obliterated where the 
ligature was fixed, and that the 
blood had been transmitted by 
anasty mosing branches. 

_ On the resignation of Mr. Cline, 
there could be no hesitation in 
regard to the choice of a succes- 
sor; and Mr. Cooper, from this 
period, may be considered as 
standing unrivalled in the double 
situation of surgical operator and 
anatomical preceptor. 

.. To the acquisition of wealth, 
distinctions of the most flattering 
description were soon added. He 
was nominated surgeon to his Ma- 
jesty ; and in 1821, he had the 
satisfaction of relieving the august 
personage from a very uneasy 
excrescence which had formed ou 
the top of his head. The opera- 
tion was painful, but the King 
bore it without evincing any emo- 
tion ; and when complimented by 
Mr. Cooper for his fortitude, he 
replied, ‘* None of our family was 
ever known to want courage.”’ 
For his skilful performance of this 
service, the dignity of a baronet 
was conferred upon the surgeon, 
the 27th of July, in thea same 
year, with remainder, in default 
of male issue, to his nephew, 
Astley Paston Cooper, Esq., the 
third son of the late Rev. Samuel 
Lovic Cooper, A. M., rector of 
Ingoldesthorpe and Barton, in the 
county of Norfolk. 

On the 11th of August, 1828, 
Sir Astley was gazetted as ser- 
geant-surgeon to the King, which 
may be said to complete his pro- 
fessional honors. His fame, how- 
ever, rests upon a more stable 
foundation than such adventitious 
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distinctions : and as long as the 
two noble establishments to which 
he is attached shall adorn the me- 
tropolis, the name of Cooper will 
be venerated, by the public, no 
less than by the faculty, to whose 
history it gives so brilliant a Jus- 
tre. 

It remains only to observe, that 
though past the meridian of life, 
the powers of this celebrated 
practitioner continue to be em- 
ployed for the general benefit of 
mankind, and the particular in- 
struction of surgical students. 

Mr. Bransby Cooper, the bro- 
ther of Sir Astley, and member 
of parliament for Gloucester, has 
distinguished himself ~by his zeal 
in defence of the Protestant es- 
tablishment, and opposition to 
what is called Catholic Emanci- 
pation. 


II. 
Case of the Leaping Ague of /n- 
gus-shire. 


By Joun Cricuton, Esq., Surgeon, 
Dundee, 


Towarps the commencement of 
January, 1818, I was requested 
to visit Miss M. C., xt. 15, a girl 
naturally of a brisk and lively 
temperament, and of quick sensi- 
bility. From her parents I learn- 
ed the following particulars of her 
previous history. During the 
summer of 1815 she had suffered 
much from stomach complaints, 
rejecting almost everything taken 
into the stomach, excepting brisk 
small beer. In the month of Oc- 
tober, 1816, the rest of the fami- 
ly being from home, she, with two 
of her sisters, slept in the house 
by themselves. One evening, 
towards midnight, she thought she 
heard the sound of footsteps, and 
awakened her sisters, who said 
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she only dreamed, and desiring 
her to be quiet, fell immediately 
asleep again. Not feeling satis- 
fied, however, she got out of bed, 
and found there were in reality 
people in the house. The lobby 
window was ‘open, through which 
the thieves had gained admit- 
tance. Ina state of desperation, 
she sprung out at the window and 
knocked up the people in the ad- 
joining house. During the inter- 
val, however, the thieves had 
made their escape, leaving their 
booty bundled up behind them ; 
but the effect of the shock upon 
her delicate frame was not easily 
to be effaced, and the subsequent 
illness and death of a favorite sis- 
ter the following season, did not 
tend to improve her condition. 
She became pensive and bewil- 
dered, was affected with exces- 
sive perspirations, and her strength 
rapidly declined. At one period 
during the summer, the catamenia 
made a slight appearance, but ne- 
ver returned. Towards the close 
of the year 1817, she had frequent 
attacks of shaking, accompanied 
with foaming at the mouth, and 
followed by a state of coma, 
which, after continuing about an 
hour, gradually went off. At the 
commencement of the year 1818, 


When my attention was directed 


to her case, the disease had as- 
sumed the following appearances: 

Every morning, about ten 
o’clock, she became drowsy and 
torpid ; about eleven she began 
to arouse out of that state; by 
twelve she got out of bed, and 
went through the house collecting 
her trinkets, such as watches, 
rings, writing apparatus, and oth- 
er articles she had secreted the 
preceding day in holes and other 
by-places out of sight. These 
she brought with her into bed, 


and amused herself with them for 
some time, occasionally convers- 
ing with those in the room, but in 
such a language that no stranger, 
and hardly even those of the fa- 
mily, who were constantly beside 
her, could understand. This arose 
from her commencing the sen- 
tences with the last word, and 
very frequently pronouncing the 
words themselves with the last 
letter foremost. At times, when 
by no possibility she could make 
herself understood by her parents 
or sisters, she became irritated, 
and would write down what she 
wished to convey ; but her man- 
ner of writing was equally singu- 
lar, beginning at the right edge of 
the paper and writing backwards 
towards the left, the last word of 
the sentences first, and often the 
last letter of the word first, and 
this she performed with great ra- 
pidity, and seemingly without con- 
sideration. Her sight likewise 
was peculiarly affected, seeing 
objects only in particular direc- 
tions, so that when she wished to 
view anything, she was necessi- 
tated to turn her head in another 
direction. About one o’clock she 
again got out of bed, and, after 
carefully secreting her trinkets 
in various by-places of the house, 
she commenced dancing the Co- 
penhagen jig. Her excitations 
continued to increase; she jumped 
upon the tables and chairs, some- 
times running with great rapidity 
round and round the edge of a ta- 
ble, then springing up and squat- 
ting herself upon the top of the 
room door, swinging backwards 
and forwards without any hold. 
At this time she required to be 
very narrowly watched, for fear 
of her springing out of the window, 
which she often manifested an 
earnest longing to do. On one 


occasion, the outer door happen- 
ing to be open, she made a sudden 
spring out, clearing the staircase 
at one bound. She was instantly 
followed and brought back, with- 
out having sustained any injury. 
At first they were in the habit of 
attempting to keep her forcibly 
down in bed, fearing she might 
injure herself. But the strength 
of several people together was 
insufficient for that purpose, as 
she got out of their hold like an 
eel, springing to the other end of 
the room, so that it was thought 
most. advisable to allow her to 
take her own way, only guarding 
the windows and door. About 
two o’clock, becoming quite ex- 
hausted, she got into bed, and, 
falling into a deep sleep, she 
awakened about five o’clock in 
her right mind, and without being 
in the smallest degree conscious 
of anything that had taken place 
during the paroxysm. She con- 
tinued so until about ten o’clock 
next morning, when the same, or 
nearly the same, routine took 
place. 

After attending particularly to 
the state of her bowels, various 
medicines were used, with little 
or no effect. Opium, however, 
administered an hour before the 
accession of the paroxysm, once 
or twice prevented its recur- 
rence, but was followed by so 
much stupor and confusion of in- 
tellect, that it was not persevered 
in. The shower-bath was after- 
wards had recourse to, which put 
a stop to the train of symptoms ; 
but this again was followed by a 
complete locking of the jaws for 
eight days, during which period 
nothing could be introduced inte 
the stomach excepting by suction 
betweentheteeth. ‘The disease, 


however, never afterwards ap- 
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peared in its exquisite form, and 
gradually subsided. She was 
taken to the country towards the 
beginning of March, in a state of 


convalescence, and a sea voyage 


to the Baltic, during the summer, 
completely restored her to health 
and strength.— Med. Chir. Rev. 


Ill. 


Case in which the Operation of Li- 
thotritie was successfully perform- 
ed, by Rospert Liston, Esq., 
one of the Surgeons of the Roy- 
al Infirmary of Edinburgh, Lec- 
turer on Surgery, &c. Com- 
municated by Mr. ANNANDALE, 
House-Surgeon. 


Anprew Leecuman, aged 70, 
was admitted into the Royal In- 
firmary on the 10th of November, 
1828. He stated, that for five 
months past he had been laboring 
under all the symptoms of stone 
inthe bladder. On sounding him, 
a stone was distinctly felt. As 
he had a great aversion to being 
cut, and as his urine seemed to 
indicate a diseased state of the 
bladder, it was thought advisable 
to break down the stone, in pre- 
ference to the usual operation. 
On the 13th of November, a 
solution of opium having been in- 
jected into the bladder, Mr. Lis- 
ton introduced Civiale’s instru- 
ment, but owing to the restless- 
ness of the patient, and the irrita- 
ble state of the bladder, did not 
succeed in grasping it completely. 
Several small portions of stone, 
however, came away in the fangs 
of the instrument, and during the 
night. He suffered no inconve- 
nience from the operation. On 
the 15th, he passed a barley-corn 
incrusted with calcareous matter. 
On the 16th, a piece of straw 
with the same incrustation. He 
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complained of pain in the testi- 
cles. On the 18th, a small ab- 
scess having formed in the scro- 
tum was opened. 

The instrument was again in- 
troduced on the 25th. The stone 
was fairly laid hold of, but was 
so soft that it was crushed by the 
instrument, on withdrawing which, 
several fragments of seeds were 
found adhering. He now confess- 
ed, that while reaping during the 
last harvest, he had introduced a 
number of barley-corns into his 
urethra, but would not say for 
what purpose. 

The patient had repeated at- 
tacks of retention of urine after 
the last operation, from the larger 
portions of stone lodging in the 
urethra. He passed in all thir- 
teen fragments, having entire bar- 
ley-corns for their nuclei, be- 
sides a much greater number 
having only small pieces of the 
beards. He had now little pain, 
and the quantity of mucus in his 
urine was considerable. He was 
soundnd several times, and as no- 
thing was felt in his bladder, he 
was dismissed, cured, on the 16th 
of December, 1828.—Jb. 


IV. 


Imaginary Affections—-Pretended 
Operation—Recovery. 


Tue two following cases have 
occurred, one in 1820 and the 
other within the last few months, 
under the care of M. Maury, at 
the Hospital of St. Louis. 

Case I.—A young man from 
the country, a laborer, imagined 
that he had swallowed a young 
snake in a glass of water. ‘It 
is five years (said he) since the 
accident occurred ; since which 
time the animal has not ceased to 
grow. It has now attained an 


enormous size, and produces great. 
inconvenience : constantly in mo- 
tion, it traverses the belly, mounts 
into the chest, and sometimes 
rises up to the left eye, when I 
have a distinct perception of its 
size and color. 
movements are so violent and 
painful, that I am obliged to con- 
strain them by seizing and squeez- 
ing it through the parietes of the 
abdomen.” The patient describ- 
ed a variety of other circum- 
stances connected with his inter- 
nal enemy, and appealed to the 
hy-standers whether they did not 
hear it hissing ; yet, in all other 
respects, he was perfectly ration- 
al. M. Maury, aware that no 
reasoning would avail, affected to 
agree with him. The patient 
himself expressed his conviction 
that nothing but an operation could 
save him. It was practised. In 
order to render the illusion more 
complete, a large plait was made 
in the integuments of the abdo- 
men, the base of which was tra- 
versed with a bistoury, and a live 
adder introduced into the wound 
in the form of a seton. One of 
the wounds being covered with 
the hand, the patient was request- 
ed to assist the operator by seiz- 
ing the head of the ‘ serpent,” 
and unite his efforts in extracting 
it. No idea can be formed of the 
joy of the patient without having 
witnessed it. Next day he de- 
clared that he was prodigiously 
shrunk, in consequence of the ex- 
traction of the horrid creature ; 
all the torments which he had 
suffered for five years were re- 
moved ; the cure tvas complete 
in a few days, and what is more 
remarkable, it has continued per- 
manent. One circumstance alone 
for a moment rendered it doubt- 
ful,—the patient was afraid that 
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the serpent might have left some 
eggs; but his confidence was com- 
pletely restored en being assured 
that it was a male. | 


Case II.—The subject of this 
observation was a woman, aged 
40, the mother of several child- 
ren, of a nervous temperament, 
and her health broken by various 
causes, principally moral. She 
was admitted into the Hospital 
St. Louis last November, after 
having gone the round of most of 
the hospitals in Paris, and consult- 
eda great number of practition- 
ers, on account of an animal which 
moved about in the hypochondriac 
region and left flank, producing 
pain, extending sometimes to the 
corresponding side of the head. 
On some occasions she described 
it as a tape-worm, on others as a 
worm covered with bristles ; 
sometimes as an adder, and some- 
times leeches, which she had 
swallowed in eating water-cress- 
es. The countenance was ex- 
pressive of mental suffering and 
excitement, but the intellect was 
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not deranged, except as regarded 
her complaint. She had increas- 
ed appetite and borborygmi, which 
she attributed to the movements 
of the animal ; she was constipat- 
ed, averse to exercise, and fond 
of solitude. These circumstances, 
it will be perceived, rendered 
this case more complicated than 
the preceding. It was evident 
that, though there might be some 
real suffering, there was more 
which was imaginary. M. Mau- 
ry, however, easily persuaded her 
that the animal was a serpent, 
and that an operation alone could 
remove it: accordingly, an ope- 
ration similar to that above de- 
scribed was had recourse to. 
The success, however, was not 
quite so complete, as she still 
complained, either owing to her 
experiencing real pain, or that 
her imagination had not been en- 
tirely satisfied. However, she 
left the hospital much more tran- 
quil, and it has since been ascer- 
tained from her family that she 
has nearly recovered her health. 
Clinique. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 


DELIRIUM TREMENS. 
Tue proper treatment of this disease, 
and the circumstances which distin- 
guish it from inflammation of the 
brain, appear to have attracted, of 
late, considerable attention. Itseems 
to have been ascertained by expe- 
rience, that where this disease is re- 
garded as inflammatory, and venesec- 
tion resorted to, this measure is al- 
-ways followed by an aggravation of 
the symptoms ; and it has repeatedly 
happened that a fatal termination has 
ensued within a few hours, 


The following considerations, per- 
haps, will, if kept steadily in view, 
assist in forming this important diag- 
nosis :—-1. Phrenitis is always ac- 
companied with severe pain in the 
head and intolerance of light; both 
of which symptoms are absent in de- 
lirium tremens,—2, ‘That tremulous 
motion of the limbs, which gives its 
name to the latter disease, the 
convulsive effort with which the hand 
is extended, and other motions, 
performed as circumstances may re- 


quire, are entirely peculiar to it, and . 
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where they have been once noticed are 
not easily forgotten.— 3, The species 
of mania in the two cases is essen- 
tially different ; since, in delirium tre- 
mens, the patient can generally re- 
cognize his friends and the physician, 
and, provided his attention be com- 
manded, will converse rationally on 
any topic; circumstances which sel- 
dom or never characterize phrenitis. 
—4, The total absence of sleep may 
be regarded as peculiar to delirium 
tremens, in which, whenever slum- 
ber occurs, it may be regarded as in 
the strongest sense critical ; whereas, 
in phrenitis, intervals of sleep are 
not unusual, and a certain degree of 
stupor marks the whole progress of 
the disease.—Such are the main in- 
dications by which these two impor- 
tant maladies may be distinguished, 
and by which the practitioner is to 
be guided in their treatment. 

There are, indeed, occasionally, 
cases of delirium tremens preceded 
by decisive symptoms of cerebral 
congestion, for which local or gene- 
ral bloodletting may be found useful ; 
but such cases are of rare occur- 
rence, and their treatment requires 
great caution on the part of the prac- 
titioner, for, if the depletion be 
carried farther than is demanded by 
the local plethora, the consequence 
will certainly be a general prostra- 
tion, which will render the subse- 
quent malady more severe and more 
dangerous, 


METALLIC LIGATURES. 
Tue last American Journal contains 
an account of some very interesting 
experiments by Dr. Levert, of Ala- 
bama, on different kinds of ligatures 


applied to the arteries. Many years 
ago it was suggested by Dr. Jones, 
that if a small ligature were tied so 
tight round an artery, as to divide 
its inner and middle coats, adhesion 
would take place, and the ligature 
might be removed before dressing 
the wound. This was found not to 
be so safe and efficacious as Dr. J. 
supposed, and the evil was remedied 
in practice by allowing the ligature 
to remain some days, only observing, 
in dressing the wound, to leave one 
extremity out. It is needless to de- 
tail the accidents which have result- 
ed from this common and almost 
necessary procedure. 

Some years ago, Dr. Physick pro- 
posed the use of animal substances 
for ligatures, supposing that they 


might then be safely left around the 


artery, and that they would be taken 
care of by she absorbents. This 
practice has never been very exten- 
sively adopted, and seems, indeed, 
less likely to be so than the subse- 
quent proposal of Dr. P., that leaden 
cords should be used for securing 
arteries. That observing and dis- 
tinguished practitioner was led to 
this proposal by the fact, that shot, 
bullets, &c., will remain years em- 
bedded in the flesh, without produc- 
ing any considerable pain or incon- 
venience, 


The experiments of Dr, Levert, 
twenty-one in number, were made 
on dogs, to try the effect of metallic 
substances used for tying arteries, 
Lead, silver, gold, and platinum, 
were all used, and uniformly with the 
same result, The wound healed 
over them; no symptoms of irritation 
ensued; and in about a week the 
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part was examined : the arteries were 
found impervious; the ligatures 
quietly resting in their places; and 
no mark of surrounding irritation 
was discoverable. Dr, L. then made 
use of a stran of silk, waxed, in se- 
veral cases ; but these ligatures were 
found surrounded with pus. 


APPEARANCE OF THE BLOOD AN UN- 
CERTAIN GUIDE FOR THE PROPRIE- 
TY OF REPEATED VENESECTION. 

From some observations recently 

made by Dr. Davy, it seems that 

the appearance of the blood drawn 
in inflammation, affords much more 
limited means for judging as to the 
propriety of repeating the operation, 
than has generally been supposed. 


' In many instances of severe inflam- 


mation, both of the common cellular 
substance and of the serous and mu- 
cous membranes, the blood, when 
drawn, was examined by him, and 
found neither buffed nor cupped, 
and in fact to possess none of those 
qualities which are usually supposed 
to accompany this state. Any in- 
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ference, therefore, which may be 
derived from this circumstance in 
regard to subsequent practice, must 
necessarily be extremely uncertain ; 
and although it may be highly pro- 
per and necessary for the practition- 
er to examine the blood in all cases 
in which venesection has been per- 
formed, yet he will do wisely to trust 
in part only to the appearances which 
it presents, and to form his judgment 
principally from the comparative 
state of the patient himself, before 
and after the operation. We are 
disposed to think that the opinions of 
physicians on this subject at the pre- 
sent day, accord, for the most part, 
with these views of Dr. D. Few, 
probably, would withhold a second 
bleeding in pleurisy, where the pulse 
seemed to demand it, merely because 
the blood had not presented the re- 
quisite appearance; and as few would 
continue to urge it in cases where 
relief had already been obtained, 
with no better reason than the pre- 
sence of these morbid phenome- 
na, if such they may be called. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 1829. 


SELF-SUPPORTING DISPENSARIES, 
Institutions for affording medical 
advice and medicine to the poor, 
exist, in greater or less numbers, in 
almost every large town or city in 
the civilized world. No species of 
charity is less liable to abuse, than 
such as offers to the indigent that 
which necessity alone compels them 
to use, and which cannot be exchang- 
ed for cash or credit. Superabun- 
dance of fuod or apparel may be 


bartered away for ardent spirits ; fuel 
may be sold for money to purchase 
it; and articles of furniture, which 
the pleadings of penury may have 
drawn from the benevolent, may be, 
and all these are frequently ex- 
changed for the means of indulging 
vicious propensities ; but a prescribed 
medicine will never be bought but 
by the individual for whom it was di- 
rected, and medical advice is good 
for nothing to the nearest neighbor 
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of the invalid. Whilst; therefore, 
societies for supplying the various 
wants of the healthy poor, have too 
often proved the means of diminish- 
ing their inducements to industry and 
sobriety, no possible evil ever has or 
can come of such as extend the hand 
of charity only where that of industry 
is paralyzed. 

Institutions of such acknowledged 
excellence must be permanent, and 
their number and extent progressive- 
ly increasing. It becomes an object, 
therefore, of no small importance, to 
ascertain the wisest and most econo- 
mical mode of conducting them. 
The plans on which they are con- 
ducted differ greatly in different ci- 
ties. In some, the whole expense is 
paid by subscription 5 in others, the 
extent of the charity is limited by 
the revenue of moderate funds; and 
in others again, as in our own city, 
the first of these means comes in aid 
of the last. In some places, any 
respectable physician is allowed to 
order medicine on account of the in- 
stitution ; in others, a few are spe- 
cially elected to attend the dispensa- 
ry poor ;—these few are, in some 
cities, young men, to whom a per- 
sonal attendance on the practice is 
an object ; and in others, older prac- 
titioners, who act chiefly through 
their students, These physicians 
are paid for their attendance out of 
the funds of some dispensaries, whilst 
the directors of others consider the 
manifest advantages of the practice, 
and the honor of the station, as suffi- 
cient compensation ; in some places 
a building is supported at considera- 
ble expense, containing rooms for 
receiving patients, prescribing for 


them, and dispensing medicines; 
whilst in others, the sick are visited 
at their own houses, and the pre- 
scriptions made up by a general re- 
tailing apothecary. Of these latter, 
some pay the apothecary according 
to the cost of the medicine prescrib- 
ed, and others allow a dollar or less 
per annum for each patient, the 
apothecary taking his chance to be 
a gainer or loser on the whole. 
These and other differences exist in 
different establishments, 


It is remote from our design, as 
beyond our limits, to examine the 
pros and cons in each case, and give 
reasons for believing any one plan 
superior to all others. Every one 
will assent, however, to the proposi- 
tion, that economy is an object of 
importance in the conduct of dispen- 
saries; and in this country we shall 
receive as ready and universal an 
assent to the opinion, that it is a 
great desideratum that aid should be 
extended to the sick poor in such 
manner, as to weaken as little as 
possible that spirit of independence 
and pride of self-support, which dis- 
tinguish the American poor from 
the same class in other countries. 
The first object is, and the last ought — 
to be, held constantly in view, in 
arranging the internal concerns of 
all charities. This sentiment keeps 
many a hard laborer from the haunts 
of vice, and the no less destructive 
indulgence of a disposition to idle- 
ness ;—it excites among the neigh- 
boring poor sympathy for each other, 
and leads to an interchange among 
them of acts of kindness, which keep 
alive some of the highest and best 
feelings of the heart. It is this sen- 
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timent which makes it necessary for 
the benevolent to seek out the dis- 
tressed, and offer, as an unsolicited 
gift, that which, in other countries, 
is asked for with unblushing effronte- 
ry, or extorted by importunity or 
imposition ;—it is this, in fine, which 
does more than civil legislation to 
prevent our streets from being 
thronged, and our dwellings beset 
by miserable objects of penury and 
distortion. 

We have dwelt on this topic be- 
cause it is apt to be overlooked, and 
because the plan we have to bring 
before the public appears to us an 
admirable one, inasmuch as it coin- 
cides with the view we have thus 
briefly presented. The plan to 
which we allude, was suggested by 
Mr. Smith, of Southam, Eng. Its 
peculiarity is the proposal, that those 
whose families receive attendance 
from the Dispensary, shall themselves 
become subscribers at a very mode- 
rate rate. 


The question arises on the feasi- 
bility of this plan for what Mr. Smith 
calls “ self-supporting Dispensaries.” 
‘That all the expenses of even the 
most economical institution could 
be paid in this way, we very much 
doubt; but if such a feature were 
engrafted on our present plans, and 
the sums thus collected considered 
accessory to those otherwise obtain- 
ed, little doubt can exist of its per- 
fect feasibility. The first or lowest 
grade of poor are sent, when sick, 
to Alms-houses ; it is the second and 
third grades who are dependent on 
Dispensaries in periods of ill health ; 
and there are few among these who 
would not be able to pay half a dol- 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


lar a year, for the right of receiving 
medicine and medical attendance for 
themselves and families in case of 
sickness, 


In this city, the number of patients 
who received gratuitous attendance 
and medicines at the Dispensary the 
last year, was 1600, more or less, 
and the expense to the Institution 
was about as many dollars. If we 
suppose that these patients belonged, 
on an average, two to the same fami- 


ly, about 800 families have received | 


aid from the Institution. It is 
probable not more than half the fa- 
milies who habitually depend on this 
charity, have occasion to ask its aid 
in any single year, particularly one 
of such remarkable health as the last. 
If this be true, about 1600 families 
look to our Dispensary for relief in 
case of sickness. If now these fa- 
milies should become subscribers to 
the institution at half a dollar a year, 
the income from this source would 
be about 800 dollars, one half the 
whole expenses. If one quarter part 
of the expenses could be actually 
collected from the poor themselves, 
the proposed plan would be well 
worth atrial, At Atherstone, where 
it has already been tried, it has suc- 
ceeded perfectly. No léss than 765 
patients have been admitted, and 
money enough collected to defray 
all expenses and leave a surplus of 
80 pounds sterling, to be divided 
among the medical officers. 

In our own city, independently of 
the absolute saving of expense to the 
Institution, (which we regret to learn 
is deficient in means,) it might ena- 
ble the Managers to pay their Phy- 
Sicians, among whom any surplus 
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funds should always, from policy as 
well as in justice, be distributed. It 
is true that without the temptation 
of pecuniary reward, the medical 
offices are sought with avidity by 
the most talented and best educated 
young men in the profession; but 
this is in truth a strong reason why 
they should be paid for their services, 
if the Institution can afford it. That 
a young man has ability and zeal in 
his pursuits, has been industrious, 
and has spent two or three thousand 
dollars more than his neighbor in 


getting the best professional educa- 


tion, is but a poor reason why he 
should work for nothing; these 
things give him rather a higher claim 
for compensation. But, putting 
the interests of the Physicians and 
of the Institution entirely out of the 


question, the principle is admirable, 


and the moral advantage of sucha 
plan to the poor themselves, entitles 
it to our serious consideration. It 
is enough that it would tend to che- 
rish that feeling of self-dependence 
which we have before alluded to as 
one of the noblest sentiments of our 
nature, and which outright charity 
must tend in a measure to subdue. 


THE NEW MEDICINES. 
Quinine.—Quinine is the ef- 
fective principle in Cinchona bark. 
It is white and uncrystallizable, and its 
salts are pearl-colored. The prepa- 
ration most used in medicine is the Sul- 
phate, which has all the properties 
of Cinchona, and may be used on all 
occasions where that remedy would 
be proper. Its advantages over the 
bark in substance are, the greater 
uniformity in its strength, and the 
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consequent advantage of regulating 
the dose with accuracy ;~the small 
volume and the more agreeable form 
in which it may be administered ; 
and its better adaptation to a debili- 
tated state of the stomach. 

An overdose of this medicine pro- 
duces great nervous agitation, with 
strong cerebral excitement. The 
Syrup is supposed by Magendie to 
exert some power over the scrofulous 
affections of children.—The price of 
Sulphate of Quinine is $5 the 
ounce,—of the Tincture, 37 1-2 cts. 
the ounce. 


Modes of prescribing Quinine. 


1, Sulphate of Quinine in pills. 

Dose, from 4 to 14 grains. 

2. Syrup of Quinine. 

Take of | 
Simple Syrup, 2 pounds, 
Sulphate of Quinine,64 grains. 
ix. 


3,.*% Wine of Quinine. 
Take of 
Good Madeira wine, 1 quart, 
Sulphate of Quinine, 12 grains. 
ix. 


4. Tincture of Quinine. 
Take of 
Sulphate of Quinine, 6 grains, 
Alcohol, at 34 deg., 1 ounce. 
ix. 


LIFE OF DR. Goop. 
Since giving a biographical sketch 
of this distinguished individual, which 
was drawn after reading the London 
edition of Dr. Gregory’s Memoirs, 
we have seen a reprint of this work | 
by Messrs. Crocker & Brewster, 
of this city. It forms a very hand- 
some duodecimo, and differs from 


the original in the omission of the 


preface and several extracts from the 


* The wine of quinine may be extem- 
poraneously prepared, by adding two 
ounces of the tiucture to a pint of wine. 
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writings of Dr. Good and others,— 
parts not important to the biography, 
and interesting to the English anti- 
quary only. By these omissions, the 
book is offered in a form and at a 
price well suited to the wants of the 
American reader, 

The first Section contains the me- 
moirs of Dr. Good’s life,—a life both 
eventful and useful, and replete 
with interesting and instructive les- 
sons. The second Section consists 
of a review of the writings of Dr. G., 
and a general sketch of his intellec- 
tual character. The third presents 
us with his religious history, and is 
followed by the sermon occasioned 
by his death;—the whole constituting 
a work which will be esteemed a 
great accession to the medical litera- 


ture of the age, aad a valuable pos- 


session not only to the physician, 
but to the Christian scholar.—The 
Boston edition contains a lithographic 
portrait of Dr. Good, which is an 
exact copy of the original. 


Amputation at the Hip-joint.— 
This operation was performed about 
two months ago at Edinburgh by Mr. 
Liston. The operation was success- 
Sul, but the patient died. It is but 
justice to Mr, L. however to add, 
that the operation is reported to have 
been performed with great dexterity 
and skill, and that the parts were 
found diseased higher up than was 
anticipated. 


Malprazis in Midwifery.-—A 
somewhat remarkable and _ novel 
question has recently agitated the 
medical faculty in France. Dr. He- 
lie, of ‘Chenu, in the department de 
VOrne, was called to a lady in labor, 
and found, ou examination, that both 
arms presented. After twenty-four 
hours of pain, mostly ineffectual, he 
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conceived the life of the mother to 
be in danger. For the last ten hours 
the child exhibited no evidence of 
life, and the arms, closely embraced 
by the os uteri, were swollen, livid, 
and in a state approaching to gan- 
grene. Under these circumstances, 
he thought the only expedient for 
saving the life of the mother was to 
amputate the arms. Having tried 
in vain to turn the child, amputation 
was performed, and delivery easily 
effected. The child lived, and the 
wounds healed, | 

The parents prosecuted the Doc- 
tor for malpraxis. ‘The question 
being referred to the Royal Academy 
of Medicine, was committed to MM. 
Desormeaux, Deneux, Gardien, Mo- 
reau, and Adelon. ‘Their first re- 
port was decidedly against Dr. H. 
It produced much discussion, and 
was referred back to the same com- 
mittee for reconsideration. ‘The 
subsequent report was less severe, 
but still censured the practice. A 
final decision is not yet made by the 
Academy, but the probability is that 
it will be against Dr. Helie. The 
legal tribunal will be governed by 
the decision of the Academy. 


Chimney-sweepers exempt from 
Ophthalmia.—TVhe physician of the 
Dispensary at Bristol, Eng., states 
that of 11700 patients with com 
plaints of the eye, no chimney 
sweeper has ever yet presented him 
self, though one would suppose oph- 
thalmia a frequent consequence of 
that occupation, The Surgeon of 
the Eye Infirmary at the same place 
also states, that for twenty years he 
does not remember a case of oph- 
thalmia in any of the sooty brother- 
hood, 


Remarkable Superiority of ampu- 
tating by one Incision through the 
Integuments and Museles.—This 


great improvement in the mode of 
amputating, which was formerly re- 
commended by Louis, and unac- 
countably abandoned, is practised 
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and highly recommended by all the 
present surgeons of the Hotel Dieu, 
M. Dupuytren, M. Breschet, and M. 
Sanson. In thighs removed by the 
two former, and an arm by the lat- 
ter, no tourniquet was employed in 
either case. The limb was grasped 
by an assistant, and pressure made 
on the principal artery, A single 
incision cut through the skin and 
muscles down to the bone, and a re- 
traction of the skin and muscles, not 
inserted in the bone, was effected to 
the extent of three inches. The first 
retraction having been completed, 
the muscles attached to the bone 
were cut through by a scalpel, ona 
level with the others, and the bone 
sawed as usual, The stumps in all 
were remarkably fine, and the extre- 
mity of the bone was more than suf- 
ficiently covered. 


Extraordinary retention of the 
Urine.—Dr. George Gregory states 


region, followed by a large blister to 
the same part, large doses of castor 
oil, and copious evacuation. These 
remedies were persevered in several 
days, and tartar emetic ointment rub- 
bed on the throat, so as to produce 
an eruption, The syisptoms unex- 
pectedly yielded to this course, and 
the girl recovered. 


Medical Society of Connecticut, 
—At the annual Convention of the 
President and Fellows of the Medi- 
cal Society of Connecticut, held at 
Hartford the 13th and 14th inst., the 
following officers were elected for 
the present year :—His Honor, John 
S. Peters, M.D., President ; William 
Buel, M.D., Vice President ; Joseph 
Palmer, M.D., Zreasurer; B. 
Woodward, M.D., Secretary. 

Committee of Examination.—Si- 
las Fuller, M.D., Thomas Miner, 
M.D., 8. B. Woodward, M.D. 

Committce of Nomination of Pro- 


an instance of entire retention of fessors.—Eli Todd, M.D., Andrew 


urine in a lady, 105 hours after de- 
livery. Complaining of an uneasy 
sensation in the region of the blad- 
der, a Surgeon was sent for, who in- 
troduced a catheter and drew off se- 
ven measured pints of high colored 
urine. The muscular fibres of the 
bladder appeared to be somewhat 
paralyzed after (probably in conse- 
quence of distention), but no very 
serious injury followed this extraor- 
dinary occurrence. Dr. Gregory asks 
the question “ what is the greatest 
quantity of urine which the female 
bladder has ever been known to con- 
tain ?” 


Case in which two ounces of con- 
centrated Sulphuric Acid were swal- 
lowed.—A case of this description 
recently occurred at Malta, ‘Two 
ounces of carbonate of magnesia 
were soon got down the throat, not, 
however, without great difficulty, and 
the patient was bled. ‘Twelve hours 
after taking the acid the insensibility 
and coldness of the whole body ba- 
uished hope of relief. Leeches were 
however applied to the epigastric 


Harris, M.D., Thomas Miner, M.D. 

Committee of Nomination of Su- 
perintendant of the Retreat.—Hon. 
Thomas Hubbard, M.D., Eli Ives, 
M.D., His Honor, John 8S. Peters, 
M.D., William Buel, M.D., George 
Sumner, M.D. 


Massachusetts Medical Society.— 
A meeting of this Society was held 
on Wednesday last, an account of 
which is necessarily postponed till 
next week, 


Presipent Atuen’s Address, occa- 
sioned by the death of Dr. Nathan 
Smith, is acknowledged, and will re- 
Ceive early attention, 


REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, 
The week ending May 29, at noon. 


Of brain fever, 1—consumption, 4—convul- 
sions, 1—dropsy in the head, 2—dropsy in 
the chest, 1—drowned, 1—epilepsy, 4—fever, 
1— intemperance, 2—lung fever, l—old age, 
2—sudden, 1. Males, 10—females,8. Still- 
born, 1. Total, 19. 


Dirp—At Dumfries, Pa., Dr. Joun Grr- 
FORD, an eminent Physician and Surgeon. 
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.ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CARTER & HENDEE, 
Publishers, Booksellers, and Stationers, 


CORNER OF WASHINGTON AND sCHOOL 
STREETS, 


EEP constantly om hand, a 
collection of English, French, Spa- 
nish and Italian BOOKS. 

A complete assortment of MEDICAL 
BOOKS, and a supply of the best STA- 
TIONARY. 

They have also for sale, Gardner's 


_ Twelve Inch GLOBES, and a supply of 


the most approved SCHOOL BOOKS. 
All of which they will sell, at whole- 
sale ‘and retail, on the most liberal terms. 


‘DENTAL SURGERY. 
HIS day received by CARTER & 
HENDEE, No. 135, Washington 
Street,—A SYSTEM OF DENTAL SUR- 
GERY. In three parts. 

1. Dental Surgery as a Science. 

2. Operative Dental Surgery. 

3. Pharmacy connected with Dental 
Surgery. 

By SamuEt Fitca, M.D., 
Surgeon Dentist. Denticum curam ha- 
beto ut bene digeras et diu vivas ; laxatis 
dentibus laxantur et chylaceos officine ; 
hinc mille malorum occasiones.—Baglivi 
March 17. 

ep6w ‘ 


CASEY’S APPARATUS FOR THE 
CURE OF DISTORTED SPINE. 


HE Proprietor of the Dormant Ba- 
lance for the cure of Distorted 
Spine, gives notice, that he has establish- 
ed an agency in this city, for the conve- 
nience of those who may wish to avail 
themselves of this invention. Physicians 
having under their care the subjects of 
this disease, or patients themselves, may 
have an opportunity of inspecting the ap- 
paratus, and examining the testimonials 
of its efficacy, at Mr. Charles White’s, 
corner of Winter Street. It is recom- 
mended, however, that all patients avail- 
ing themselves of this invention, should 
do it by the advice, and under the super- 
intendence, of their own physicians, as it 
is only by medical opinion that the pro- 
per subjects of the machine can be deter- 
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| mined, or the other proper measures to he 


made use of in conjunction with it, can 
be pointed out. The Proprietor express- 
ly disclaims the idea that a cure is to be 
effected, in any case, by mechanical 
means alone. This machine has received 
the approbation of many of the most emi- 
nent medical men in this city and New- 
York. Upon application to the agent, 
references will be given, and writtén tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All letters, post-paid, addressed to J. 
Lincoln, No. 27, Fayette Street, will be 
attended to. 

Boston, Feb. 6, 1829. 


NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


a eh published by COTTONS & BAR- 
NARD, 184 Washington Street. 

The Waning Moon, by the author of 
the Rising Sun ; The While Palfrey, by 
the author of Thomas Mansfield; The 
Kind and Happy Child, by the author of 
the White Palfrey, &c. 


FRENCH WATER COLORS. 


OTTONS & BARNARD, 184 Wash- 
ington Street, have for sale, the fol- 
lowing Water Colors, of an excellent 
quality, manufactured by P. C. Lamber- 
tye, (France;) viz: Bistre, Raw Cassel, 
Burnt Umber, Raw Umber, Egyptian 
Brown, Vandyke Brown, Brown Pink, 
Seppia, Violet Lake, Carmined Lake, 
Sanders Blue, Prussian Blue, Mineral 
Blue, Indigo, Yellow Ochre, Yellow Min- 
eral, Gamboge, Yellow Orpiment, Yellow 
Lake, Naples Yellow, Burnt Italian Earth, 
Burnt Sienna, Raw Sienna, Italian Earth, 
Crocus Martial, Green Lake, Sanders 
Green, Sap Green, Mineral Green, Prus- 
sian Green, Vermillion, Saturnine Red, 
Indian Red, Red Ochre, Red Orpiment, 
Flake White. 
Alsom—a great variety of Newman’s, Ac- 
kerman’s, Reeves’s and Osborne’s Colors, 
in boxes and separate cakes. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVERSA- 
IONS 


OTTONS & BARNARD, 184 Wash- 
ington Street, have just published, 
Sunday School Conversations on some of 
the interesting subjects recorded in the 
New Testament. By the author of the 
Factory Girl, The Badge, James Talbot, 
&c. 


Published weekly, by Joun Corton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
not paid within the year. The postago for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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